October 31, 2007
My name is Digna Corcino; I'm a mother of a 6yr old little girl.
Her name is Nangeli and she is a special needs child with various health complications.
Nangeli is deaf and blind, she also has a serious heart condition.
SPAN & DBFACES have been god sent. I’ll never forget that June day in 2006 when we met.
I'm very grateful for all my family has gained since that first meeting.
The support, the guidance and the hope is priceless.
I cannot express with words what it means to my family and me.
Gratitude is not a good enough word to express it, I wish I knew of a better word.
Before I met these wonderful people, I felt like my family and I were swimming
in an abyss, deep in the sea with no sense of direction or hope.
Thank GOD that now I'm doing much better and so is my child.
Sometimes during conferences, I felt like the words were stabbing me in the heart. I cried non-stop.
Learning all the things that were out there hurt me because I had no knowledge before that they existed.
I did not know how to help my child before. I thought I could never live a life
not even close to normal. I saw no hope for the future.
I am eternally grateful and words can’t describe it.
Mercedes & Maria have been to me more than acquaintances, I see them like sisters.
Thank you for not judging me when you came to my home,
Thank you for understanding the family’s circumstances,
Thank you for creating learning opportunities and transporting me there.
Thank you for lending me your voice because I do not speak the language.
I cannot believe that my husband & I learned to have a little fun with our daughter.
We’re still in shock to have discovered that our daughter loves to play and swim.
We had never attempted tried it before and we were afraid.
Their help we received was empowering, now we know how to use
The support and resources to advocate my daughter’s education,
With medical doctors, recreational activities and hope for this journey.
I have been motivated to learn sign language and teach other family members.
Upon visiting conferences of Deaf & Blind children, I have been inspired to learn.
My husband and I carry the Spanish books like a bible. Language was and still is a huge barrier.
My husband and I have learned how to celebrate our child.
We now know how to advocate for her and defend her.
The hope and the supports that my family have received are priceless.
I NO longer feel alone, after meeting these incredible women from DB FACES & SPAN and these
Amazing other parents of special needs children, I know that we're going to be okay.
My hair has grown, my body aches got better and I no longer eat my nails,
Instead I read, I am learning English and I continue to learn about my daughter’s health issues.
I never thought that I would meet people, who spoke my language,
People who understood my family's situations and people who could show me how
to navigate a complicated system that makes you feel like you're in a maze.
I feel like I've found family and now I know which way to go.
Meeting other parents of children who are deaf & blind has been very inspiring
and I feel supported and grateful.
For the first time since my child was born, I have felt some happiness
and I feel like GOD didn't abandon me.
My thanks to Diana from SPAN for her generosity and support of this great project.
Your contribution and resources to this program was life changing.
Cindy from DB FACES, I am still enjoying the sign language lessons and I will never forget
your kindness and all you taught me about deaf & blindness. The new parents I met, thank you for checking up on me once in a while. Yolanda, you are truly an angel.
Blessings and my love to all,
Sincerely,
Digna Corcino
