Nilda R. Maldonado

155 Lewis St.

Paterson N.J.07501

November 8, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Nilda R. Maldonado, mother of Maria Sanchez, a child with Deaf-Blindness, CP and Quadriplegia. I’m by myself in this country, I don’t have any family around here. As a parent of child with these limitations you can imagine how hard it is to get around when you don’t have any family members to give you support.

When I received the first letter about SPAN and DB Faces, two organizations that were interested in helping families to understand different topics that could help us and our children to receive better services, I was really excited. After we had the first meeting with Mercedes, Maria and Myriam and they said to me I could be a parent leader it was the most happy day of my life. I always used to say to my friends, “I wish one day I could find a job that would give me an opportunity to help families with children with disabilities,” because even when I would share the resources that I knew were available with other parents, in the back of my head I knew there were more.  Something I realized through that first meeting with families is how parents from different cultures think, the fears they have because they didn’t know about the rights they have as a parents, and that professionals are not always right (they could made mistakes, too).

After two months, Myriam called me and asked me if I would like to go to a meeting in North Brunswick to meet with her director, my answer was “Yes.”  That day I saw Diana Autin for first time. My only concern was maybe because of my broken accent she’s not going to accept for me to be a parent consultant, but she surprised me. After I left that meeting the only thing was, “It has to be God who gave me this opportunity to meet with them.”  At the end of January when Diana Autin told me that I can start to work with the families my goal was to make those families understand better their rights. Also I have opportunities to take those families to workshops where they would be able to ask questions and get the correct answers; that way they will learn and prepare themselves for any situation that involves their children.
Through SPAN, I have had the opportunity to visit families with Cynthia from DBFaces and build better systems of communications between the parents, their child with Deaf-Blindness, and professionals. She also provided different workshops to help us understand better our children’s conditions. 

And about Diana Autin, she is such a beautiful person who made me feel so comfortable any time I talked to her.  She gave me opportunities that I would never have dreamed of in my life, like when she invited me to go to the National Conference with her and then to OSEP with Mercedes.  Those were two fabulous opportunities to meet new people like Paddy Davies and Kathy McNulty, and also to receive better knowledge and share it with other families. 
I just want to thank SPAN and DBFaces for everything I have learned and for letting me be part of this program, and special thanks to Diana, Mercedes, Maria and Myriam for trusting me and being so nice to me.

Thank you, 

Nilda Maldonado.

