Home Visit to Jovita’s Home, Passaic, July 3, 2007

Submitted by Myriam Alizo, 

Culturally Competent Outreach & Support Project
 

I just arrived home after our home visit at Jovita's. We spent there almost 3 1/2 hours. It went pretty well but we could clearly identify 4 barriers that this family is facing:

 

- Language 

- Disability

- Poverty

- Cultural

 

Jovita and her family (5 children) live in a second floor apartment. She needs to carry the wheel chair for Emilyn up and down the stairs every time they leave their home. There are no elevators, and it has been very hard for them to move to a first floor apartment: these apartments (first floor) are very limited and unaffordable for them. Cindy and I talked about Section 8, and while we were there I made a phone call, but then we had to face the reality that all applicants need to have a legal status. The adults in this family don't have it. We explained to the agency that one of the children in the family had a significant disability, but apparently it doesn't matter. Cindy is going to find out if perhaps through their "parent consultant" (DB FACES) they can identify an agency that could help them with housing problem and we will try to find an agency that can help with housing for undocumented immigrants.

 

Jovita expressed that she needed to improve her level of communication with her daughter.  Cindy will contact the Commission for the Blind to request equipment for Emilyn to use at home (and at school, if it applies). Cindy will go to Emilyn’s school to observe what the school is doing in terms of communication, and then she will work with the family at home. Jovita will deliver a letter to the school and the district requesting Cindy to be invited to all educational meetings regarding Emilyn. Cindy mentioned that Mercedes and Maria are working on the standard letter for this purpose.

 

It was a very touching experience for me to be part of this home visit today.

 

