December 9, 2011

Friends and Colleagues:

As you may have heard, NCDB has been directed by the Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) to provide them with recommendations for continuing and future services related to the provision of interveners for children with deaf-blindness in the United States. This charge was included within the provisions of NCDB's two-year extension. We are excited about this undertaking , but will need assistance and input from the deaf-blind community network to carry it out. The deadline for NCDB to submit the recommendations to OSEP is May 30, 2012.

The recommendations will address, but not necessarily be limited to, the following:

· strategies for the training of interveners,

· criteria to be considered by IEP/IFSP teams for the provision of intervener services,

· content of curricula and instruction,

· coaching and mentoring needs,

· local, state, and national policy implications and needs,

· research needs, and

· the role of NCDB to support and improve intervener services.

The process NCDB will use to develop recommendations will occur in two phases:

· Phase 1 – Identify and report detailed information about the current status of intervener services and practices in the U.S.

· Phase 2 – Craft recommendations for future services based on analysis of information gathered during Phase 1.

During Phase 1, you can participate by responding to requests from NCDB staff for information and by completing anonymous surveys (estimated to be available during late January and early February) about intervener services. The surveys will be targeted to specific groups (e.g., state deaf-blind project personnel, family members, interveners).

During Phase 2, we will seek volunteers to serve on a panel to assist us in analyzing the data gathered during Phase 1 and provide input into the development of the recommendations. (More information about this process will be available in January.)

Information and input from a broad range of individuals is essential in order to develop high-quality recommendations. Please be on the lookout for additional announcements regarding surveys and requests for information over the next several months.

In the meantime, if you have questions or information you would like to share, contact 
Peggy Malloy
503-838-8598
malloyp@wou.edu
or another NCDB staff member.

We appreciate your support and assistance as we proceed with this endeavor.

D. Jay Gense
Director, National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness
Teaching Research Institute, Western Oregon University

