Seeking Volunteers to Serve on a Panel

National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness (NCDB)

Intervener Initiative
Greetings friends and colleagues,

NCDB has been charged by the Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) to provide recommendations for continuing and future services related to the provision of interveners for children (birth through 21) with deaf-blindness. 

As part of this initiative, we are seeking volunteers to serve on several panels of individuals who represent the interests of children and families with respect to intervener issues.  These include family members, state deaf-blind project personnel, higher education providers, interveners, and educational administrators.  The purpose of the panels is to help NCDB analyze and interpret data and other information about current intervener services and to assist us in identifying important issues for consideration as we develop the recommendations.  Informed input from a variety of individuals and groups is essential to the development of relevant, useful, and high-quality recommendations.

The recommendations will address, but not necessarily be limited to, the following:

· strategies for training interveners;

· criteria to be considered by IEP/IFSP teams for the provision of intervener services;

· content of curricula and instruction;

· coaching and mentoring needs;

· local, state, and national policy implications and needs;

· research needs; and 

· the role of NCDB to support and improve intervener services.

Panel Activities and Responsibilities of Panel Members

The estimated time commitment for each panel member is approximately 8 to 10 hours over approximately four weeks (mid-March to mid-April 2012, plus one additional task in May).  Panel member responsibilities include the following:

· Attend a webinar where NCDB will present a report of data and other information we have gathered about intervener services in the U.S. (approximately 60 minutes).

· Review documents (provided by NCDB) that summarize the information gathered about intervener services.

· Participate in one online facilitated meeting (videoconference, if possible) lasting approximately 2 hours.  Panel members will be asked to share their thoughts and ideas about the information provided by NCDB and how it informs potential recommendations.

· Submit comments in writing in response to questions from NCDB.

· Review a draft recommendation report and provide feedback to NCDB (May 2012).

Criteria for panel members

· Willing to approach the subject of interveners with an open mind.

· Knowledgeable about intervener issues.

· Willing to meet the time commitment described above.

· Willing to participate in the activities described above. 

How to Volunteer

If you would like to volunteer, please send your name, job title or role (e.g., state deaf-blind project coordinator, parent, intervener), and a brief explanation describing why you are interested in serving on the panel to Peggy Malloy at NCDB.  

Deadline: February 15, 2012.
Peggy Malloy

E-mail: malloyp@wou.edu
Phone: 503-838-8598 (call if you have any questions)

Fax: 503-838-8150

National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness

Teaching Research Institute, Western Oregon University

345 N. Monmouth Ave.

Monmouth, OR  97361

Volunteer Selection

From the pool of volunteers, NCDB will identify panel representatives that include approximately: 

· 10 to 12 state deaf-blind project personnel and higher education representatives

· 5 to 7 interveners

· 5 to 7 family members

· 5 to 7 administrators

We will notify panel members who have been selected by February 20, 2012.

Other Ways to Provide Your Input for this Important Initiative

Over the next 4 to 6 weeks, NCDB will be disseminating surveys about intervener issues and services for the following groups:

· state deaf-blind projects,

· parents/ guardians of children who are deaf-blind, 

· interveners who work with children who are deaf-blind, and

· educational administrators.

These comprehensive surveys provide an opportunity for you to share your experiences and input with NCDB.  The results will be used to inform the development of the intervener services recommendations. 

If you have any questions or comments about this initiative, please contact Peggy Malloy (503-838-8598; malloyp@wou.edu). 

